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In This Issue of
Saving Military History One Soldier at a Time

Happy Birthday Marines! 245 Years and going strong!

Also, a Happy Veterans Day to ALL of those Veterans
out there.

In this issue are some USMC pieces from our
collection, you will find out about some rescued Air
Corps history, read a story about ditching in the
Adriatic and find out why we chose this young man
with a movie projector as our main image in an
exciting new announcement.

We tell history! Saving Military History One
Soldier at a Time.

Remember those that made the #ultimatesacrifice
#mia #pow #sonsofliberty. #patriots #army #navy
#marines #aircorps #airforce #coastguard
#merchantmarine; all those that have worn the cloth.

Join us on this journey.

In Their Memory,
Robert Coalter, Jason Weigler
Executive Directors

 
"Saving Military History One Soldier At A Time".SM 

"Saving History One Soldier At A Time"SM

Visit Sons of Liberty Website

Visit Army Air Corps Library and Museum Website

A New Chapter
Today is a very exciting day for the
Sons of Liberty Museum and the
Army Air Corps Library and
Museum. We want to announce
that we have launched our own
virtual cinema. Another way to
describe it is it's our own Netflix.

https://www.sonsoflibertymuseum.org
https://www.armyaircorpsmuseum.org
https://www.blurb.com/b/9849531-somewhere-in-italy
https://www.blurb.com/b/10059015-rigor-mortis-the-machine-and-his-men


We have started out with 130
combat films represented by 209
clips and 1436 minutes of footage.

We will continue to add to the
cinema as we have a lot of
material and we will be generating
much more.

The possibilities for this are
immense. We envision creating
virtual tours that will give everyone
the opportunity to see and listen to
a narrative regarding donated and
acquired items from the collection.
There will be education programs
for teachers and students and of
course there will be footage taken
by combat photographers of all
branches of service.

This will be a subscription service of $14.95/month and we will not limit you on what and how much you
can watch. The material is formatted to work on phones, tablets and computers as well as smart
televisions that connect to the internet. For those of you that want to check this out right away you will find
a number of Marine Corps clips of WWII and Vietnam. However the bulk of the first releases will be
heavily weighted Army Air Forces.

We are pleased to announce that there are two complete histories available of the 451st Bombardment
Group and 304th Bomb Wing, both of the 15th Air Force. These were originally available for sale on DVD
but they are now 'out of print'. We have been able to bring them to you in a series of chapters.

Many of the remaining Air Corps footage covers a lot of different bomb and fighter groups. Many of these
films represent the only known and discovered footage on these groups. Most of this material is silent and
we have not added in any narration. A few have very rare audio and some are even in color although
black and white was the standard of the day.

Take a few minutes and go see what's "Now Showing" and decide if you want to signup and start
watching. Go now !

Sons of Liberty Virtual Cinema

Sons of Liberty Museum
The Sons of Liberty has hundreds of uniforms and thousands of
other artifacts in our collection from the U.S. Civil War to Present
day. Our web presence now numbers in excess of 325,000
pages. We continue to accept new material for education and
research programs; a number of these items will make their way
on to the website. Our collection includes memorabilia from the
front line soldier to the rear echelon clerk. Drivers, infantrymen,
pilots, tankers, seaman, medical, artillery, armorers, engineers,
quartermasters and much more. Those that were drafted or
volunteered; those that did a single tour or made it a career.
Those that returned with all types of injuries and those that gave
their full measure being killed in action (KIA). All MOS are

welcome from the Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard and Marines. We are Saving Military History One
Soldier At A Time. We are honoring the service of the Citizen Soldier.

#sonsofliberty

In honor of Marines and the USMC Birthday, we present some Marines from the collection.

PFC Harold Agerhom
Medal of Honor Recipient

https://www.sonsoflibertymuseum.org/cinema
https://www.sonsoflibertymuseum.org/cinema


Medal of Honor Citation:
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while
serving with the 4th Battalion, 10th Marines,2nd Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese
forces on Saipan, Marianas Island July 7, 1944. When the enemy launched a fierce, determined
counterattack against our positions and overran a neighboring artillery battalion, PFC Agerholm
immediately volunteered to assist in the efforts to check the hostile attack and evacuate our wounded.
Locating and appropriating an abandoned ambulance jeep, he repeatedly made extremely perilous trips
under heavy rifle and mortar fire and single-handedly loaded and evacuated approximately forty-five
casualties, working tirelessly and with utter disregard for his own safety during a grueling period of more
than three hours. Despite intense, persistent enemy fire, he ran out to aid two men whom he believed to
be wounded Marines but was himself mortally wounded by a Japanese sniper while carrying out his
hazardous mission. PFC Agerholm's brilliant initiative, great personal valor and self-sacrificing efforts in
the face of almost certain death reflect the highest credit upon himself and the U.S. Naval Service.He
gallantly gave his life for his country

This is how Pfc. Agerholm last wore his uniform. He also posthumously received the Purple Heart along
with the Medal of Honor.

Left & Above:

Raymond Richards

Company B, 1st Battalion, 7th Regiment, 1st
Marine Division (B-1-7).

Purple Heart: Wounded in Action, May 14,
1945, Okinawa.



Left:

Darrell DeLoy Bayes
Defiance, Ohio

Company B, 1st Battalion, 24th Regiment, 4th
Marine Division. (B-1-24). Iwo Jima.

Volunteers

We need volunteers to transcribe award and roster documents. You will place the material into a
spreadsheet where it will be added to our database and website. We welcome new dedicated volunteers
to work from home and help us with this project!

Interesting Links & Resources

Researching History: https://www.sonsoflibertymuseum.org/military-history-records.cfm
Honor Roll: https://www.sonsoflibertymuseum.org/honor.cfm

Donations

We welcome donations of papers, books, photos, gear, uniforms, jackets, medals, ribbons, weapons,
equipment, scrapbooks, biographies, diaries and more. Please Contact Us

Civil War, Spanish-American War, World War I, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm, Cold War,
Gulf War and current conflict donations accepted. From small to large multi-item donations, they all tell a
story.

We need you ! We need your help to further our mission of preserving and bringing this history to you and
your families. As a 501(c)(3) non-profit your qualifying donations are tax deductible.

Army Air Corps
Museum

The Air Corps Museum online presence
encompasses over 225,000 web pages with
thousands of photos and other materials. Our artifact
collection contains hundreds of uniforms, albums,
logs, medals and more from the Army Air Service,
Army Air Forces and U.S. Air Force.

World War I, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, Desert
Storm, Cold War, Gulf War and current conflict
donations welcome!

https://www.sonsoflibertymuseum.org/military-history-records.cfm
https://www.sonsoflibertymuseum.org/honor.cfm
https://www.sonsoflibertymuseum.org/contact.cfm


Volunteers

We need volunteers to transcribe documents,
placing the material into a spreadsheet. We
welcome new dedicated volunteers to help us with
this project! Work from home.

​Interesting Links & Resources

Trace a Family Members Military

Service: https://www.armyaircorpsmuseum.org/veteran-research.cfm
Pinterest: https://www.pinterest.com/aircorpsmuseum/
Honor Roll: https://www.armyaircorpsmuseum.org/honor_roll.cfm

Donations

We welcome donations of papers, books, photos, gear, uniforms, jackets, medals, ribbons, weapons,
equipment, scrapbooks, biographies, diaries, letters and more. Please Contact Us

You can make monetary donations through the following links. As a 501(c)(3) non-profit your qualifying
donations are tax deductible.

www.32ndbombsquadron.org

We have rescued this website. It was available for
many years. The creator passed in 2016 and the
website disappeared. Fortunately, we had a copy
of the site and have recreated it in his and all the
other 32nd Squadron members memory.

Read one of the stories you will find on the
website below.

Visit the 32ndBombSquadron.org Page

Ditching in the Adriatic by Joe Mangano

THE MISSION OF 22 MARCH 1944 against the Verona Marshaling Yard was a memorable one for
members of the 32nd Bomb Squadron.

SGT. JOE MANGANO was a ball-turret gunner on this mission and recalls the following:

SHORTLY AFTER turning on the bomb run, Me I09's shot out the number-four engine of our bomber,
number 44-1398. Our pilot, Lieutenant Douglas Moore, had trouble feathering one of the two props after
the number-three engine failed. We continued on the bomb run and released our bombs. While losing
altitude, Lieutenant Moore ordered us to jettison all unnecessary equipment. I had gotten out of the ball
turret by this time, and we tried to dump the ball turret and even shot the mountings with our .45-caliber
pistols, to no avail. In all the excitement we threw out several parachutes. This meant our only option was
to ditch in the Adriatic Sea. By this time we were at about 500 feet, and our pilot was able to regain level
flight. The full power of the port engine was enough to just exceed stalling speed. At about 5 miles from
the coast the number two engine blew up, forcing us to ditch off Pascara. I found out later that we had

https://www.armyaircorpsmuseum.org/veteran-research.cfm
https://www.pinterest.com/aircorpsmuseum/
https://www.armyaircorpsmuseum.org/honor_roll.cfm
https://www.armyaircorpsmuseum.org/contactus.cfm
https://www.32ndbombsquadron.org


claimed two German Air Force fighters destroyed.

IT WAS A ROUGH DITCHING, and we had to swim like the devil to reach the rafts. Luckily, they hadn't
been hit by enemy fire from the Me I09's, and I believe that saved us. We were picked up that night by the
United States Navy and finally made our way back to our base in Lucera, Italy. I was scared to death, and
truly think that we survived because we were all so young. I finally finished my fifty missions and was on
my way back to the States when D day started. I sincerely believe that the man upstairs was looking after
us that day. The members of our crew were Moore (P), Hunter (CP), Garrity (N), Upton (B), Flasiznstein
(E), Frascatorf (RO), Gatrost (WG), Fish (WG), MacDonald (TG) and Mangano (LT).

Visit the 32ndBombSquadron.org Page
And read more stories like Joe Mangano

Preserve This History, Honor the Service,
Provide Education For Future Generations.

Make a $ Donation to the Army
Air Corps Library and Museum

Thank You For Your Support !

Make a $ Donation To the Sons
of Liberty Museum

Thank You For Your Support !

---- What is Liberty ? ----

"definition. the state of being free within society from oppressive restrictions imposed by
authority on one's way of life, behavior, or political views." 

Merriam-Webster defines it as " the power to do as one pleases, the freedom from
physical restraint and freedom from arbitrary or despotic control.

---- So what is a Son of Liberty? ----

In our context and beginning these were the men and women in America who wanted the
freedom from the King of England. They desired a right of self-determination for their
lives.  They fought for this liberty and codified it in the Constitution of a new country.  To
keep this liberty they created a military to ward off the any would-be belligerent. For 244
years the men and women who have worn the cloth of our nation's military are the Sons of

https://www.32ndbombsquadron.org
https://www.armyaircorpsmuseum.org/monetary-donations.cfm
https://www.sonsoflibertymuseum.org/monetary-donations.cfm


Liberty.  They have fought enemies in other nations, they have fought each other and they
have stood as sentinels of the watch.
 
We celebrate the service of these individuals, we tell the historical story of these selfless
patriots.

---- The Sons of Liberty Museum ----

Over a decade ago we chose a name for this organization and our sister the Army Air
Corps Library and Museum. We believe these names accurately describe these men and
women who serve. We will not change any name to satisfy a radical viewpoint or computer
algorithm, we don't allow for any revisionist history, we tell the factual stories.

We are Saving Military History One Soldier at a Time.

Need a Good Book?
Check out these titles.

I was a navigator in the 459 Bomb Group
758 Bomb Squadron flying B-24's from
Torre Giulia Field, tower named 'Coffee
Tower', a gravel airfield near Cerignola, on
the Foggia Plains of Southeastern Italy
during the period August 4, 1944 to May 16,
1945. I flew 50 combat missions over
targets in Germany, Austria, Hungary,
Poland, Yugoslavia and Northern Italy.

Project Option: 6×9 in, 15×23 cm
# of Pages: 386
IsbnSoftcover: 9781714032860
Publish Date: Dec 12, 2019

Buy It $24.99

Most aircraft of World War II had pictures of
sexy girls, tributes to sweethearts, songs
and home. The planes were fondly referred
to in a feminine manor. That was not the
case with this B-17 tail number 42-25233.
He was Rigor Mortis.

This is the story of Rigor Mortis and his men
who flew over 120 missions from North
Africa and Italy in 1943 and 1944.

Project Option: 8×10 in, 20×25 cm
# of Pages: 382
IsbnSoftcover: 9781714727803
Publish Date: Apr 20, 2020

Buy It $29.95

https://www.blurb.com/b/9849531-somewhere-in-italy
https://www.blurb.com/b/10059015-rigor-mortis-the-machine-and-his-men


MIAs - Missing in Action

We have information on over 90,000 MIAs. This
includes most all the World War II MIAs and
some from World War I, Korea, Vietnam and the
Cold War.

With our strategic partners, the MIA Recovery
Network, we want to tell the last chapter in the
life of these Citizen Soldiers.

We would also like your help in telling the first
chapters of the lives of those still Missing in
Action. Do you have service photos of a family
member that is or was MIA? News articles?
Service related material?

Material on Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines
MIAs:
https://www.sonsoflibertymuseum.org/missin
g-in-action/

Air Corps:
https://www.armyaircorpsmuseum.org/missin
g-in-action/

X-Files - Buried Unknowns

There are many citizen soldiers whose body was
recovered, but they are unidentified. There are
thousands of these unknowns buried in
American Battle Monument Cemeteries around
the world. They are also known as X-Files.

Material on Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines
X-Files can be found:

https://www.sonsoflibertymuseum.org/buried-
unknowns/

https://www.armyaircorpsmuseum.org/buried
-unknowns/

Get Donation Information: Artifacts Monetary

Awards, Rosters
Unit Documents

We need you ! A continued big thanks to
our fantastic army of volunteers. We have

Attention Website Owners &
Veteran Associations

Many WWII veterans organizations have
shut. Many these organizations had
developed some type of website, some with
enormous amounts of data and history.
Sadly, many had/have not made provisions
for their website to be continued and thus
when the bill stops being paid, the website

https://www.sonsoflibertymuseum.org/missing-in-action/
https://www.armyaircorpsmuseum.org/missing-in-action/
https://www.sonsoflibertymuseum.org/buried-unknowns/
https://www.armyaircorpsmuseum.org/buried-unknowns/
https://www.armyaircorpsmuseum.org/artifact-donations.cfm
https://www.armyaircorpsmuseum.org/monetary-donations.cfm


much more so if you can type and have a
couple hours each week we can use you !

Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force

We have received material on many units
and are hoping to compile much more.

Unit Citations, Awards, Transfers, Rosters

Many groups received unit citations during
their particular conflict. The paperwork, in
triplicate, would include a roster of all
assigned and attached personnel. We are
seeking and requesting copies of those
roster documents. Please search your
papers, talk to your association and help us
out with this information and get them to us
pronto!

disappears and all the work and information
is lost. We want to help and we need you to
help us. If you know of a disbanding group,
please have them get in contact with us; we
would like to bring their website and
information under our wing. If they want to
continue to maintain it we can give them
access to continue that as well. One of our
top goals for this and every year is to
preserve this history not lose it!

Not a WW2 unit? That's ok. We are also
interested in your history and want to help
preserve it. Korea, Vietnam and all other
conflicts.

If your organization has physical materials
such as uniforms, patches, photos and
other memorabilia do you have plans for
them when you cease operations? We
would be honored to be the custodian of
your group's history.
.

Contact
Sons of Liberty

Museum
www.SonsOfLibertyMu

seum.org
history@sonsofliberty

museum.org
 

Army Air Corps
Library and Museum  
www.ArmyAirCorpsMu

seum.org
history@armyaircorps

museum.org
 

Directors' Line:
214.957.1393

 ​
 ​
 ​

​We Need Your
Permission

If you wish to continue to
receive our newsletters,
do nothing; however,
please help spread the
word and share and like
this with your friends and
family and on social
media. You can help us
to preserve this history.

If you DO NOT wish to
continue to receive our
newsletters, please use
the 'Unsubscribe' links at
the top or bottom of this
newsletter. Thanks!

https://www.sonsoflibertymuseum.org
mailto:history@sonsoflibertymuseum.org
https://www.armyaircorpsmuseum.org
mailto:history@armyaircorpsmuseum.org
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://conta.cc/3pVnVkD
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Sons+of+Liberty+%26+Army+Air+Corps+Library+and+Museums+November+2020%3A+https%3A%2F%2Fconta.cc%2F3pVnVkD
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://conta.cc/3pVnVkD

